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Foreword by Andrew “Zephyr” Witten )%




Dondi

Ever-smaling Donald Joseph White was born in East Hew York, Brookiyn, in 1361

He started writing gralfiti in the mid-1970s wndes the alias Noco, o tag he $00n
abandaned in favor of the nickname his parents had given him, Dondi. He joined the
TOP crevwe in 1977, and the folleaing year, he formed his own crew, CLA [Crazy Ingides
Artists], with friends and fellow writers Crash, Doc, Duro, and Rosto [see 270]. He
invvented many graffiti styles and techniques, and while he could paint intricate Wild
Style burners that only the moest dedicated graifiti enthusiasts could resd, Dondi
also enjoyed making elear, erisply outlingd pieces and tags =0 his name could sproad
arnang the general public as well In the early 13805, Dondi appeared in the mavies
Style Wars [see 322] and Wikd Style; was the first graffiti writes o be given 8 scio
museurm exhibition in Germany; and created graphics fos the Rock Steady Criew

and for Maleolm MeClaren's album Buffele Gafs. Dondi, ond of the friendliest, mos
popular, and most influentiol graffitl writers of all time, passed oway on October 2,
15958, As he hod sald prophetically six yoars eaclior, “How, when | come back, it will
bt stricthy my work speaking foe me.”
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Futura
2000

Legnard Hilton McGure has abways been ahead of the times, In 1970, inspéred by
the typaface Fulura and the epic scignce-Rction film 2001: A Spoce Odyssey, the
fifteen-year-old New Yorkir odopted the tag Futurs 2000, He had fallea in lave with
the wltra-creative street art of Fhase 2 (see 255), 03 well a3 othor groffiti progogls
tors liki AMRL, Flint 707, and Stay High 149 [see 316], and he was determined to
bocome part of the scene. MeGurr served in the U5, Navy from 1974 to 1378, bat
when he returned Lo civilian life, he started painting entire subnway traing, always
preferring solo missions, His unique work earned him space in a 1980 exhibition at
Faghion Moda, and in New Museum and Mudd Club shews the aext yoar, By 1982,
“Fut™ was fadtured in solo exhibitions at Tory Shafrazi and the Fun Gallery and was
topped to design album covers and stage sets for The Clash. It's been a long time
since Futura painted subways, but he remaing true Lo his aesthetic, continuing to
create imeentive and visually stunning art on everything from brokon windows and
burnt exhibition invitations to clothing, toys, footwear, and his wobsite, where he
hig posted new art every day for years. Futura®s Kandinsky-esque abstractions look
@5 though he takes a chain saw to the $olor system and cuts, carves, and calars his
VErY O'W CoSmos. Whatdvid hi choosos Lo do in the future, one thing is certain—

people will be fallowing.,
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Tephyr began hiswriting caseer in the mid-1970s, and in 1979 he made the leap

Z E p hyr from LaGGe (o peeser, His nowel pltcing style had great appeal; it didn't follow the
scriph stybe of the day, whazh relied heawity on Death Squad (see 085) and TMT
Eomaontnts. Tephyr particularty sdmined Rick Gritfin's work, and its influence could
be seen throughout his peece books from that era.

I 1580, his work muﬂ.nm:tunmnﬁinginmmmm;:
fecem piber artisas he Bod wiitten with, a st that included Future 2000 [Ses 101,
Soen (1o 234], Dondi [see 097), Kol, and Roe 167, Perhaips no cna had mede of on
impact on Zephyt than Dondi, but Zephyr wis no acolyta, and he ohways ratained his
individualiny.

Zephyr s impact on the cultine wis not only thiaugh his subway works; he
wiais tha driving force behind @ number of graffiti projects that helped sclidify the
orramant, Bmong thiem Uhi Sem Esses Studio, in 1380, and the Soul Artits (S0
310) wikshep, whene writers bearnad & paint on camvas and network with each
gither, He Noated i and out of the st world snd was & maingtey ot the Fun Gallery
lulllﬂ'ﬂ].'lhnhqﬁhudldlw!rﬂﬁhﬁmﬂmlrﬂlhlﬂmwwmm
In the 1990% ha began writing sbout the movemant, and his book Dondt Stpiemaster
Canarolis considared & must- hins bn sy weiter's collection. Kot conbent 1a simply
gheenicle the mavement, Deghye returned 1o his roats in the late 19905, choosing
frelghts as his new medium and often painting with kids twenty-five yeass his junior.
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