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Inits second season,
((0II:D)@ Patricia Heaton’s
family sitcom seems

to have found its natural resting
point, like a bubble in a carpen-
ter’s level, midway between the
scrappily eccentric Raising
Hope and the fizzy, shiny Modern
Family. The Hecks of Orson,

Ind., are rushed along on a daily
e —

tide of jobs, errands and chores.
The show has a very sure grip on
howthese minor events, accom-
panied by small satisfactions,
play out in a household of two
middle-aged parents, two teen-
age kids and one inscrutable
9-year-old. And Heaton hits just
the right note: exhausted bray-
ing and maternal warmth.



